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Learning Objective – Part III

1. Identify strategies for communication in and among the 
health professions about HPV including tools for how to 
do this effectively and comfortably, in order to increase 
the use of the HPV vaccine and to raise public awareness 
about signs, symptoms, risk factors and changing 
demographics of HPV-related OPC in comparison to non-
HPV related OPC.
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HPV IMMUNIZATION RATES



• 60% of girls 
received at 
least one 
HPV dose 
(2016)

• 50% of boys 
received at 
least one 
HPV dose 
(2016)



GIRLS

• 72% of girls received at least one HPV dose (US: 60%)
• 42% of girls received the 3 doses of HPV

BOYS

• 44% of boys received at least one HPV dose (US: 42%; 
2015 figure)

• 24% of boys received the 3 doses of HPV 

• Healthy People 2020: 80% of 13-15 year olds complete 
the 3 dose series 

Nevada Rates (2015) Immunize Nevada Report



Oral Health Care Educators

• There is no current practice behavior to counsel 
patients on the benefits of HPV vaccine. 

• Dental health care providers are now being 
encouraged to become more familiar with HPV and 
its connection with oropharyngeal cancer.

• Dental health care providers play a very important 
role in the prevention of oral HPV. 

• Dental providers must have reliable foundation 
knowledge of basic clinical medicine to safely and 
effectively treat individuals with chronic and other 
diseases (health care educators).



What Oral Health Care Providers Can 
Do to Close the Gap?

• Promote risk-based oral cancer screenings 
(children/adults)

• Talk to parents/caregivers about HPV vaccine 
(cancer prevention)

• Promote integrated health care model

• Oral HPV infections need to be studied and 
investigated thoroughly  to help promote HPV 
awareness in oral health settings.



HPV Cancer and Prevention Profiles 2017

• George Washington University School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences/GW Cancer Center

• https://smhs.gwu.edu/cancercontroltap/resources/hpv-
cancer-and-prevention-profiles-2017
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https://smhs.gwu.edu/cancercontroltap/resources/hpv-cancer-and-prevention-profiles-2017
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Contact Information:

Dr. Christina A. Demopoulos
UNLV School of Dental Medicine

1001 Shadow Lane, MS 7425
Las Vegas, NV 89106

Christina.Demopoulos@unlv.edu



State Vaccine Promotion Efforts: 

Massachusetts



Massachusetts Coalition for 
HPV-Related Cancer Awareness





HPV cancer 
rates rising 
~31,500 a 

year

Oropharyngeal
cancer now 
surpassed 

cervical cancer 
as most 

common

No screening for 
Oropharyngeal

cancer

Dental 
providers as 
advocates 

HPV 
Vaccination 
can prevent 
~28,000 of 

those 
cancers



MA Oral 
HPV 

Prevention 
Taskforce

Dept. of Public 
Health 

Immunization 
Program

Dept. of Public 
Health Comp. 

Cancer

Advocacy 
Organizations

MA Chapter of 
AAP

Dental 
Professionals

Widow/Advocate



•Dental world

•Cancer partnersConnect

•Conference calls

• In-personMeet

•Presentations

•ProjectsCollaborate



For more information, contact:
Rebecca Vanucci

Immunization Outreach Coordinator, Immunization Program
Bureau of Infectious Disease and Laboratory Sciences

Massachusetts Department of Public Health
617-983-6534

Email:  Rebecca.Vanucci@state.ma.us
Website:  www.mass.gov/dph/imm 

Or visit: 
Team Maureen

www.teammaureen.org/ 



State Vaccine Promotion Efforts: 

Maryland



Integrating Vaccine Promotion Efforts –
State Oral Health Programs, State Health 

Agencies, and Outreach

Katy Battani, RDH, MS
Stacy Costello, MPH, CHES

Maryland Office of Oral Health
April 16, 2018



MISSION AND VISION

MISSION
The mission of the Prevention and Health Promotion Administration is to protect, promote and improve 
the health and well-being of all Marylanders and their families through provision of public health 
leadership and through community-based public health efforts in partnership with local health 
departments, providers, community based organizations, and public and private sector agencies, giving
special attention to at-risk and vulnerable populations. 

VISION
The Prevention and Health Promotion Administration envisions a future in which all Marylanders and 
their families enjoy optimal health and well-being. 
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Barriers to Vaccination

• Limited understanding of HPV-associated diseases & 
benefits of vaccination

• Concerns about safety
• Concerns about inadequate reimbursement for vaccines
• Personal attitudes and beliefs
• Discomfort talking to parents and adolescents about a 

topic related to sexual behavior

• Concerns about parental resistance
• Preference for vaccinating older versus younger 

adolescents
• Lack of time or incentives to educate parents and 

patients about HPV and HPV vaccines
• Lack of systems to remind providers to offer 

vaccines to age-eligible patients

Accelerating HPV Vaccine Uptake: Urgency for Action to Prevent Cancer         
A Report to the President of the United States from the President’s Cancer Panel. Bethesda, MD: 
National Cancer Institute; 2014. 
http://deainfo.nci.nih.gov/advisory/pcp/annualReports/HPV/index.htm

Missed Opportunities with Providers
Factors Contributing to Provider Hesitancy

http://deainfo.nci.nih.gov/advisory/pcp/annualReports/HPV/index.htm


Barriers to Vaccination - Continued

Parental/Caregiver Acceptance 

Reasons Parents Have Given for NOT Intending to Vaccinate: 

• Vaccination not needed, particularly for males
• Vaccination not recommended by healthcare provider
• Safety concerns
• Lack of knowledge about the vaccines or diseases caused by HPV infections
• Son or daughter not sexually active
• Son or daughter too young to be vaccinated against HPV
• Cost of vaccines



Maryland Department of Health HPV Task Force

GOAL

Implement a Maryland Department of Health (MDH)-wide effort to increase the percent of Maryland adolescents that 
are fully vaccinated against HPV. 

TARGET AUDIENCES

Based on the documented barriers to the uptake of HPV vaccines, the effort implemented by MDH is a multi-pronged 
approach focusing on: 

• Maryland providers in a position to recommend and/or administer HPV vaccine
• Maryland parents of adolescents eligible for HPV vaccine. 

MDH PARTICIPATING OFFICES
· Center for Cancer Prevention and Control    · Office of Oral Health  · Center for Immunization 

· Office of Family Planning and Home Visiting  · Office of School Health · Medicaid

· Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Control     · MDH Leadership



HPV Task Force Activities Aligned with Promising Strategies

Promising Strategy Maryland Efforts

Joint initiatives with cancer 
prevention and immunization 
stakeholders (including clinical 
professional organizations like 
AAP)

• MDH HPV Task Force
comprised of internal PHPA 
offices meets quarterly

• Continue collaboration with 
Medicaid to report HPV 
vaccination rates to MCOs in 
annual report 

• Continue funding two primary 
prevention grants focusing on 
increasing HPV vaccination 



HPV Task Force Activities Aligned with Promising Strategies
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Promising Strategy Maryland Efforts -
Previous/Ongoing

Using all opportunities to educate 
clinicians and parents about the 
importance of on-time HPV 
vaccination

• Created toolkits for LHDs, 
Community Partners, Medicaid, 
Parents. Toolkits included:

• Links to existing CDC TV & 
radio ads (including materials 
in Spanish)

• CDC Print materials 
(including option for 
materials in Spanish)

• Cover letter from MDH 
leadership indicating HPV 
vaccines as a priority & 
encouraging use of toolkit 
with current 
patients/providers*



HPV Dental memo from MDH Leadership



HPV Task Force Activities Aligned with Promising Strategies

Promising Strategy Maryland Efforts- Previous/Ongoing

Using all opportunities to educate 
clinicians and parents about the 
importance of on-time HPV vaccination 
(continued)

• Utilized regularly scheduled Vaccines 
For Children provider trainings to 
include focus on HPV.

• Collaborated with American 
Academy of Pediatricians (AAP) to 
provide education to providers 
through bi-weekly digests and special 
issue of AAP newsletter

• Printed and distributed approximately 
5,200 CDC HPV vaccination fact 
sheets to providers 

• Launched webpage with resources*



HPV Task Force Website

https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/cancer/Pages/HPV.aspx



HPV Task Force Activities Aligned with Promising Strategies

Promising Strategy Maryland Efforts-
Previous/Ongoing

Comprehensive public 
communication campaigns

CCPC funded radio/TV PSA 
campaigns statewide targeting 
parents with an estimated 
12,300,000 impressions 



> 1 dose HPV coverage, United States, 2016

Females 13-17 years Males 13-17 years

Source: National Immunization Survey



Adolescent Vaccination – Maryland, 2012-2016



HPV doses ordered, Maryland, 2017

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention



Contact Information:

Katy Battani, RDH, MS
Katy.Battani@Maryland.gov

Stacy Costello, MPH, CHES
Stacy.Costello@Maryland.gov

Thank you

mailto:Katy.Battani@Maryland.gov
mailto:Stacy.Costello@Maryland.gov


? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

Questions?
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